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This defeat was only temporary and was followed
by victories which secured to France the possession
of the revolting provinces. In 1642, the important
city of Perpignan was besieged. The Spanish
sought to bring relief, ami in June the remains of
a navy, which under Charles V. hud been the most
powerful in Europe, met the fleet that Richelieu
within a few years had created for France, The
Spanish had fifty men-of-war and ten galleys.
The French had forty ships and twenty galleys.
The Spanish were completely defeated and sought
shelter at Port Mahon, and this disaster entailed
the loss of Roussillon. Perpignan surrendered, the
entire province fell into the hands of the French,
and French it has ever since remained. Catalonia
was also overrun by the French armies, and when
Richelieu died there wan every reason to believe
that the wish of the people would be gratified and
the province become part of the French kingdom.

In the Low Countries, also, the Spanish lost
ground. In 1640, the important city of Arras was
taken. Its strength was great *, it wan a virgin town,
never polluted by the presence of victorious enemies,
and the citiy.en.H felt the confidence which comes
from long immunity. '* When the French take
Arras, the rats will eat the cats/* so ran the popular
apothegm, But alter a long siege the city was
forced to surrender; It became and has remained a
French possession,

RicheKtMi espoused the cause of Holland, whose
long win '.vith Spain recommenced at the expiration
of the twelve years1 truce, In thi* he followed thesailor
